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peace and security of all free nations in 
a time of danger. 

So much good has come from our alli-
ance of conviction and might. So much now 
depends on the strength of this alliance 
as we go forward. America has always 
found strong partners in London, leaders 
of good judgment and blunt counsel and 
backbone when times are tough. And I 
have found all those qualities in your cur-
rent Prime Minister, who has my respect 
and my deepest thanks. 

The ties between our nations, however, 
are deeper than the relationship between 
leaders. These ties endure because they are 
formed by the experience and responsibil-
ities and adversity we have shared. And 
in the memory of our peoples, there will 
always be one experience, one central event 
when the seal was fixed on the friendship 
between Britain and the United States. The 
arrival in Great Britain of more than 1.5 
million American soldiers and airmen in the 
1940s was a turning point in the Second 
World War. For many Britons, it was a 
first close look at Americans, other than 
in the movies. Some of you here today 
may still remember the ‘‘friendly invasion.’’ 

‘‘Our lads,’’ they took some getting used 
to. There was even a saying about what 
many of them were up to—in addition to 
being ‘‘overpaid and over here.’’ [Laughter]
At a reunion in north London some years 
ago, an American pilot who had settled in 
England after his military service said, 
‘‘Well, I’m still over here and probably 
overpaid. So two out of three isn’t bad.’’ 
[Laughter]

In that time of war, the English people 
did get used to the Americans. They wel-

comed soldiers and fliers into their villages 
and homes and took to calling them ‘‘our 
boys.’’ About 70,000 of those boys did their 
part to affirm our special relationship. They 
returned home with English brides. 

Americans gained a certain image of 
Britain as well. We saw an island threat-
ened on every side, a leader who did not 
waver, and a country of the firmest char-
acter. And that has not changed. The Brit-
ish people are the sort of partners you want 
when serious work needs doing. The men 
and women of this Kingdom are kind and 
steadfast and generous and brave. And 
America is fortunate to call this country 
our closest friend in the world. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. in 
the Royal Banqueting House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs Jack Straw, Sec-
retary of State for Defense Geoffrey Hoon, 
Queen Elizabeth II, and Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Rear 
Adm. Richard Cobbold, director, Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies; John Chipman, director, 
International Institute for Strategic Studies; 
American magician David Blaine, who spent 
44 days in isolation suspended above the 
River Thames; former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Mullah Omar, head of the 
deposed Taliban regime in Afghanistan; and 
former President Slobodan Milosevic of the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro). The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by Queen Elizabeth II in London 
November 19, 2003 

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, and 
distinguished guests: Laura and I are deep-

ly honored to accept Your Majesty’s gra-
cious hospitality and to be welcomed into 
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your home. Through the last century and 
into our own, Americans have appreciated 
the friendship of your people. And we are 
grateful for your personal commitment 
across five decades to the health and vitality 
of the alliance between our nations. 

Of course, things didn’t start out too 
well. [Laughter] Yet, even at America’s 
founding, our nations shared a basic belief 
in human liberty. That conviction more 
than anything else led to our reconciliation. 
And in time, our shared commitment to 
freedom became the basis of a great Atlan-
tic alliance that defeated tyranny in Europe 
and saved the liberty of the world. 

The story of liberty, the story of the 
Magna Carta and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, continues in our time. The 
power of freedom has touched Asia and 
Latin America and Africa and beyond. And 
now our two countries are carrying out a 
mission of freedom and democracy in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Once again, America 
and Britain are joined in the defense of 
our common values. Once again, American 

and British servicemembers are sacrificing 
in a necessary and noble cause. Once again, 
we are acting to secure the peace of the 
world.

The bonds between our countries were 
formed in hard experience. We passed 
through great adversity together. We have 
risen through great challenges together. 
The mutual respect and fellowship between 
our countries is deep and strong and per-
manent.

Let us raise our glasses to our common 
ideals, to our enduring friendships, to the 
preservation of our liberties, and to Her 
Majesty, the Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:49 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at Buckingham Palace. In his 
remarks, he referred to Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Queen Elizabeth II. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom in London 
November 20, 2003 

Prime Minister Blair. Good afternoon, 
everyone. First of all, can I extend the 
warmest possible welcome to the President 
of the United States and to the First Lady 
to Downing Street and say how delighted 
I am to see them both here. 

And as you would expect, I think, I 
would like to say some words about the 
latest terrorist outrage that has occurred 
today in Turkey. First of all, I would wish 
to express my deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to the families of the victims. Some 
will be British; many will be Turkish citi-
zens. I would like to express my condo-
lences also to the Government and to the 
people of Turkey. 

Once again we’re reminded of the evil 
these terrorists pose to innocent people ev-
erywhere and to our way of life. Once again 
we must affirm that in the face of this 
terrorism there must be no holding back, 
no compromise, no hesitation in con-
fronting this menace, in attacking it wher-
ever and whenever we can, and in defeat-
ing it utterly. 

It should not lessen, incidentally, in any 
way at all our commitment to Iraq. On 
the contrary, it shows how important it is 
to carry on until terrorism is defeated there 
as well, because it is in a free, democratic, 
and stable Iraq that not just the violence 
but the wretched and backward philosophy 
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